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The bill (H.R. 2028), as amended, was 
passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in morning business for 20 min-
utes, equally divided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS BILL 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
would like to reiterate something I am 
sure Senator FEINSTEIN would agree 
with. First, I thank the majority lead-
er for scheduling our bill early. He 
scheduled it earlier than any appro-
priations bill has been scheduled in the 
last 40 years. The reason I am sure she 
agrees with that is because she told me 
that and because not only did the ma-
jority leader make this a priority but 
so did the Democratic leader, Senator 
REID, and all of the Democratic Sen-
ators. 

We worked hard to try to set an ex-
ample for the Senate for the next 11 ap-
propriations bills. According to the 
Congressional Research Service, this is 
the earliest the Senate has passed an 
appropriations bill in the last 40 years. 
More than that, the vote was 90 to 8, 
which is an unusually large bipartisan 
vote for such a large and complex bill. 
I think that reflects on the fact that 
more than 80 Senators made contribu-
tions to this bill. We processed more 
than 21 amendments. Our experience is, 
when Senators have a lot of input into 
a bill, they are more comfortable with 
it and more likely to support it. 

I especially thank not just the lead-
ers but the Republican and the Demo-
cratic floor staffs for helping us with 
this. Passing a bill like this is more of 
an exercise in human nature some-
times than it is an exercise in policy, 
and they are the essential grease in 
making that happen. I thank them 
very much for it. 

This is the basic constitutional work 
of the U.S. Senate. Both the Repub-
lican and Democratic leaders have got-
ten us back on track in doing this. I 
appreciate having the chance to be a 
part of it. I thank the Senators for 
their cooperation with Senator FEIN-
STEIN and me as we set out to get what 
I believe is an excellent result for the 
people of this country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

WORK OF THE SENATE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 

American people have been frustrated 
in recent years with the dysfunction 
they see in Washington. Their assess-
ment of us has been correct. The big-
gest symbol of dysfunction has been 
the inability, as the chairman of our 
Energy and Water Development Sub-
committee just pointed out, to do the 
basic work of government. 

There are 12 bills that fund the gov-
ernment, the basic work of govern-
ment. We haven’t passed each of those 
12 bills since 1994. So under majorities 
of both parties, we have had at least 
some degree of dysfunction, and in re-
cent years they all get balled up into 
one great big bill. It looks awful, and 
that is no way to conduct the affairs of 
the government. 

I said that we were going to devote 
the floor time, which is always at a 
premium in the Senate, to give us a 
chance to do the work of what we were 
sent to do, regardless of party. Fortu-
nately, we had Chairman ALEXANDER, 
who is arguably the best—or maybe the 
second best only to the Senator from 
Maine—bill manager on our side, take 
up the first bill, and there were some 
snags along the way. It took a little bit 
longer than we had hoped, but we have 
completed it. We have completed it at 
a record early time. We are going to 
keep on doing this right up until we 
break on July 15 to go to the conven-
tions. 

We are going to give the Senate 
every opportunity to do the basic work 
of government this year. Some have 
said that because it is an election year, 
we can’t do much. I would like to re-
mind everyone that we have had a reg-
ularly scheduled election in this coun-
try every 2 years since 1788 right on 
time. I heard some people say we can’t 
do it because we have an election next 
year, and others have said we can’t do 
whatever it is because we have an elec-
tion this year. We have elections in 
this country right on time, and that is 
not an excuse not to do our work. 

We will turn to transportation, which 
is chaired by the Senator from Maine, 
Ms. COLLINS, and military construc-
tion, chaired by Senator KIRK. We are 
going to bind those two together and 
move them across the floor, and then 
we are going to turn to the National 
Defense Authorization Act and pass 
that before the Memorial Day break, 
and then we are going to turn to the 
Defense appropriations bill right after 
authorization, and hopefully we can do 
that in a record short period of time 
because all of the amendments should 
have been offered on the authorization 
bill which will come right before it. 

I thank Senator ALEXANDER for his 
good work and look forward to having 
Senator COLLINS pick up the baton and 
continuing the great progress we are 
making. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maine. 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, before 

the Senator from Tennessee leaves the 

floor, I, too, wish to commend him for 
his excellent stewardship of this highly 
complex appropriations bill and for the 
cooperative way in which he worked 
with the ranking member, Senator 
FEINSTEIN, and indeed all of the Mem-
bers, not only those on the Appropria-
tions Committee but the entire Senate. 
Senator ALEXANDER deserves a great 
deal of credit. 

I also commend our leader for mak-
ing it a priority for us to get the appro-
priations work done. Never before in 
recent years have we started the proc-
ess so early. The Appropriations Com-
mittee has completed its hearings, we 
have marked up several bills, and we 
are proceeding with floor consider-
ation. This will avoid a situation that 
I believe all of us really abhor, and 
that is being faced with voting for re-
peated continuing resolutions at the 
end of the fiscal year which lock in last 
year’s priorities and do not reflect this 
year’s priorities, or the bills are bun-
dled together into an omnibus bill that 
is many thousands of pages long and 
does not receive the kind of in-depth 
debate and amendments it deserves. I 
commend the leader of the Senate for 
making this a priority and for ensuring 
that we are all doing our job. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senator 
from Arizona be permitted to speak in 
morning business for up to 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Arizona. 
f 

FEDERALLY FUNDED RESEARCH 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, in the 
fall of 2014, an outbreak had the world 
on edge in West Africa. The Ebola virus 
had come about, and three countries 
were being decimated. It was at this 
time that the director of the National 
Institutes of Health gave an interview 
where he argued that a vaccine would 
likely be available if the Congress had 
enough funding for the agency. He 
added that the Ebola virus had forced 
NIH to divert money from other crit-
ical research. 

These are striking charges, especially 
for an agency that has a budget of $30 
billion. So it stands to reason that if 
underfunding NIH was allowing a crisis 
such as this, we ought to be appro-
priating more money to the agency. 

We cannot ignore the fact, obviously, 
that at that time the Nation was $18 
trillion in debt and running nearly a 
half-trillion-dollar deficit. So I began 
to look into NIH funding and some of 
the research projects that were being 
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